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Joseph Rudyard Kipling
THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES

When the Himalayan peasant meets the he-bear in his pride,
He shouts to scare the monster, who will often turn aside.

But the she-bear thus accosted rends the peasant tooth and nail.
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male.

When Nag the basking cobra hears the careless foot of man,

He will sometimes wriggle sideways and avoid it if he can.

But his mate makes no such motion where she camps beside the trail.
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male.

When the early Jesuit fathers preached to Hurons and Choctaws,

They prayed to be delivered from the vengeance of the squaws.

‘Twas the women, not the warriors, turned those stark enthusiasts pale.
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male.

Man’s timid heart is bursting with the things he must not say,

For the Woman that God gave him isn’t his to give away;

But when hunter meets with husband, each confirms the other’s tale —
The female of the species is more deadly than the male.

Man, a bear in most relations-worm and savage otherwise, —
Man propounds negotiations, Man accepts the compromise.
Very rarely will he squarely push the logic of a fact

To its ultimate conclusion in unmitigated act.

Fear, or foolishness, impels him, ere he lay the wicked low,
To concede some form of trial even to his fiercest foe.

Mirth obscene diverts his anger — Doubt and Pity oft perplex
Him in dealing with an issue — to the scandal of The Sex!

But the Woman that God gave him, every fibre of her frame

Proves her launched for one sole issue, armed and engined for the same;
And to serve that single issue, lest the generations fail,

The female of the species must be deadlier than the male.

She who faces Death by torture for each life beneath her breast
May not deal in doubt or pity — must not swerve for fact or jest.
These be purely male diversions — not in these her honour dwells.
She the Other Law we live by, is that Law and nothing else.

She can bring no more to living than the powers that make her great

As the Mother of the Infant and the Mistress of the Mate.

And when Babe and Man are lacking and she strides unclaimed to claim
Her right as femme (and baron), her equipment is the same.

She 1s wedded to convictions — in default of grosser ties;
Her contentions are her children, Heaven help him who denies! —
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He will meet no suave discussion, but the instant, white-hot, wild,
Wakened female of the species warring as for spouse and child.

Unprovoked and awful charges — even so the she-bear fights,
Speech that drips, corrodes, and poisons — even so the cobra bites,
Scientific vivisection of one nerve till it is raw

And the victim writhes in anguish — like the Jesuit with the squaw!

So it cames that Man, the coward, when he gathers to confer

With his fellow-braves in council, dare not leave a place for her
Where, at war with Life and Conscience, he uplifts his erring hands
To some God of Abstract Justice — which no woman understands.

And Man knows it! Knows, moreover, that the Woman that God gave him
Must command but may not govern — shall enthral but not enslave him.
And She knows, because She warns him, and Her instincts never fail,
That the Female of Her Species is more deadly than the Male.
1911
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IM'umausaiickoro memBeIst, YTO 3acesI B TJIYyX0H OepJiore,
3acraBisioT FPOMKNUM KPHUKOM YHOCHUTD OT CTPaXa HOIH.
Ho menBenuira 6eccrpalllio 3a CBOM SOM IIOPBET JIF0O0TO,
Tax xax Kencroe Hauano mocsupenee My:xckoro.

Ecmu xobpa — Ha gopore 1 BIIOJIHE TOTOBA K CXBATKe,
To caMiia JIerko y3Haels II0 IIyTJINBOCTH B IIOBAIKE.
Camia KoOpBI He OTCTYIIUT, IIyCTUT B JI€JI0 ST U 3yOBI,
Moo Henckoe mauasio mocmeseit Myskckoro Oymer.

VEpoIraTh MHIEHIEB JUKHUX IeJ10, BpoIe ObI, My KCKOe,
TonbKo He Bcera yCIeIIHo yIaBaJIoCh UM TAKOe.

Bens mopoii BcraBam HacMepTh HA IIYTH Y 0JI€THOJIUITBIX
JHéHb1 ropabie HHOENIIEB — IPOCTHBIE, KAK TUIPULIGL.

IIycrs MysxcKoe cephiie pBETca Ha cBOOOIY POOKOM IITHIIEH,
Ho B mieny oHO y sKeHIIMH, HCKIIIOYAETCS HHOE,

XOTBh THI IOBEJIUTEJIH MUPA, XOTh MY/IPEIl, UYTO BCeX YMHee.
W60 Henckoe Havasio mocuiabHee, ueM MyskcKoe.

JIpBUHASA HEYKPOTUMOCTD — JIOCTOSTHBE JHEHM BUepaITHUX,
Herxe BeIpoamiIack B XUTPOCTH, OJIM3KYI0 KOTAM JTOMAIITHIM.
Prik — m1oTepsiH, KOrTy — CTEPTHI, CUJIa MYCKYJIOB — 3a0BITA.
W crurorrsabre KOMIIPOMUCCHI: OBIIBI — IIEJIBI, BOJIKH — CBITHL.

Y06 He mTacTh Ha moJe 0051 — JIydliie n30esKaTh CPAKEHbS,
Bsop morymuTh, 3aTanThCs — U3 0OA3HU ITOPAKEHbSI,
ComHeBaThCsI, HHTPUTYS, C TIOBOJIOM U 0€3 IIPUYUHBI —

C My:xecTBOM Takoe, JIIOU, HY HUKAK HEe COBMECTUMO.
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Jlist Iennr Takoit My»xumHa HIYEro II0YTH He CTOMT...
ToJiky Her, 1 HEeHAJI0JIro OyIyT BMECTe 9TH JIBOE.

Ho naBas :xu3ab pebEHKY, MaTh ce0s OTIaTh TOTOBA.
W60 Henckoe mavasio Oymer mocunbHe MyskcKoro.

Ta, uyTo sKepTByeT C0000, He OTCTYIIUT IIeper 00JIbI0,

W eé He Hamyraeib CMepThI0, MyKAMK U KPOBLIO.

A nyIieBHBIE CMATEHDS C KAJOCTBIO K cebe HAaIlpacHO

CraJu XuTpBIM OIIpaBIAHbLEM JJIS MYKUMH, Ha BCE COIVIACHBIX.

Yo OTIYIEHO TPUPOJIOH, JKEHIIIUHA OTIACT C JIUXBOIO

B mo163y HOBBIX TIOKOJIEHWH, paIu Oy IYIIETO BCXOIOB.
Hu morepst MaTepuHCTBa, HA MYKCKOe 0€3y4acTbe
HKenmnmuy He 0CTAHOBAT, He 3aCTABST OBITH HECUACTHOM.

Marts Bcerma obeperaet Jlom ¢ JleTbMu oT Bcex HeCUaCTHI,
3ammTuT, JacT CBeT, Corpeer, KaKk OrOHb B HOYM T'OPSIIIUA.
Kro pucknér, cebe Ha rope, B 9TOT MUpP BMeIIaTbCs Ipyoo,
BricTpo MoskeT paciiaTUThCSA paciiapaaHHoo IIKYPO.

3imTh MeaBequIly B 0epJIore — 4To co CMEPTHIO 00PYUUTHCS,
C pasbaApEHHOI KOOPOI CIIOPUTH BPSAL, JIU KTO-TO COIJIACATCS.
KpacHokomyio qIukapKy 3JIATH HEJIb3S — PACIIOPET OPIOX0,
Hessupas ma cyrany u npussis K Cearomy Jlyxy.

Ha mosstx cpaskeHuit mycTo, TOIbKO Beé mostaeit [lapiaament.
I'me Terreps Mysxckast Jloosmects? B cerroit Here mipebbiBaer.
B tom Cosere, Tpyc — Myskuuna, Hemmune me gacr gopory.
CrpaBennBoctu AGCTpaKTHOH el He BHATH, U cjiaBa bory!

Tak or BiTacTH OTJIYYHIN TEX, KTO BJIACTHIO 00JIaaeT,

W rermepb My:KUMH HA KPEITOCTh KU3HB BCEPhE3 HE ITPOBEPSIET.
Tombro cyTh He M3MeHMIACh, HHeHIIHA ocTamack Toi Ke.
Moo Hencroe Hauaso mocuiibaee u mmorBépsxe!
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